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The Bilingual tdiicatioii Program 

b\ Shirley kadchtle jikI Ronald Jcssee 

lillc VII ot (he llementarv and Secondarv I diicatioii Aa (I ShA), whKh uas first enacted m i%7, authorizes 
I cderal support toi ihc development aiul establishment of Bilingual hducation projects in elementary and secondary 
sJiools. nicse projects are designed to meet the special educational needs of children of limited hnglish-spcaking 
abihtv .n schools iuivum higli concentrations ot suJt children from families which have incomes below S3,000 per 
year or receive aid tor dependent children under title IV of the Social Security Act. Pupils whose dommant 
language is Englisli are also eligible to participate il they are enrolled in participating schools. 

Tlie basic obiectivesol the Bilingual I ducation Program arc to give participatmg children gieater competence in 
l:nghsh, to make ihem more prolKient in their dommant language, and to help them protlt from uicroased educa- 
tional opportunities Si>me characteristics of the i>rogram are 

• hnglish IS recogni/cd and ta.ight as a second lanyjmt' to children whose dominant language is other than ^ 
Inuhsh 

• llie children \ dominant language ,s recogm/cd and taught as a first ungim^c, therefore, children are normally 
introduced to reading and writing in the dominant language as soon as they are ready. 

• Die children are taught one or more academic subjects in their dommant language, at least until they have 
mastered enoui'h I iiglish to enable thein to learn m Ivnglish 

• The chddreii whose dommant language is Imglish are taught the dominant language of the other children 

• Provision is made for increasum the instructional use of both languages tor both groups in the same classroom 

• Tne children are taught tjie history and cultural heritage which rctleit the value system of the speakers ot each 
language 



Besides bilingual instruction, the pruiccts may also include such activities as 

• Adult education, particularly tor parents ot children participatmg m bilingual projects 

• Development and dissemination ot special instructional materials 

• Prcscrvice and mservice training for teachers, teaching assistants, counselors, and/or othei educational personnel 
serving in bilingual education projects 

• Special programs tor part-time pupils, dropouts or potential dropouts who need bilingual instruction 

In the 1^)71-72 regular and r)72 summer school terms, approximately loH projects were ccmductcd with title VII 
funds by local education agencies, multidistrict education agencies, and Bureau ot Indian Affairs/tribal schools. Bi- 
lingual hducation projects were conducted m 2^^ States. Puerto Rjco,and (mam, with the greater portion of total 
pupil participation reportcnfinMexas. Calitomia, and New Yoik (table 1 ) Ungiiages other than I nglish used in bi- 
lingual instruction included Spanish, Native American languages (Yupik, Navaho, Lite, etc ), French . Portuguese, Chinese, 
and (liamorro Spanish was the predominant language ot bilingual instiuction in the projects Ot (he lb8 projects. 
LU provided bilingual instruction in Spanish, 1 ^ in Native American languages, 10 m languages other than those just 
mentioned, and II in 2 or more languages^ other than bnglish 

' Spjnish wjs usualh one ot (htst lan^iiLiycs 
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Table 1. -Pupil participation in Bilingual Kducation projects, by dominant language of pupil's family and by language 
of instruction, and expenditures, by State or territory. 1971-72 regular and 1972 summer school terms 
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•There was one Bihrifdiai I ducation project conducted in Guam, however, this project did not respond to the CHIR 

survey 

All the estmiates of Federal expenditures and staft training presented in this report were obtauied from the Con- 
solidated Program Information Report (CPiR)furvey for the 1971-72 regular and 1972 summer school terms. The 
CPIR was designed to provide statistical information about Federal educational aid programs at the local level. The 
CPIR survey collected data in relation to both specific programs administered through the U.S. Office of Edu- 
cation and pupil population groups specified by legislation as target populations. These data focused on the 
characteristics of the children who participated, the total staff involved, and all expenditure:* incurred in the 
operation of Federal programs by local districts. 

Of tf\o 168 Bilingual Education projects m operation, 157 responded to the CPIR surv:y. Estimates of pupil par- 
ticipation for each of the responding projects were obtained from individual project applications on file with the Di- 
vision of Bilingual Education, U S. Office of Education. Since no imputations were made, the data in this publication 
arc subject to underreporting (see Technical Notes, p 7). 

Participants and Expenditures 

Over 71 ,600 elementary and secondary pupils participated in Bilingual Education projects in the regular and 
sunnner school terms. An estimated $24,382,000 in Federal funds authorized under title VII was expended in pro- 
viding the services and activities necessary for bilingual education in these projects (table I ). 
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\buii( ^0,:()() «)! {iu- pjiiK 1(1 iiu . ^.s'lK' hoiii laiiiilics in ulnJi .1 laiii'u.mL' otlu'i tliari i ii<j!ish was t!ic priuiaiv 
language Wdhk 2\ I \|u'iiaituu's |k'{ [MitiupaiU were ^alailatcd I.m eaJi laii-iiaue ot iiistiiKtion Pit>K\ ts oitornii 
bjjni^iui iiMru.tioti tn Sp ,1,; !• lud ilic lowest pei-parlkipaiU expenditure i S> 10), and r'oie< ts i^ttcruig Native^ 
•Vniencan languages had the Ingliesi ( M)4:). (Onl> hSh A title VI! expenditures were used in these .aUulat-ons ) 

Table :,"l^Jp^l pailKipatiuu iw Bilingual i ducalion proiects. b> dt)nunaiit language ot pupiKs lainiK, and total and 
per-partKipant expenduures b\ language ot instruction l^>71-72 regular and 1^)72 sannner >du)i,l terms 
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♦One possible cause of the higher expenditures per partiupant in Native American lan^^uage projects is that these 
projects had to allocate funds for the writing and prir.ting of curricular materials in languages for which written 
materials were general!) insufficient or nonexistent. 



As .shown in the graph below, nearly 52,500 pupiis participated m projects which offered bilingual instruction in 
Spanish (87 percent of all partinpants). An estimated $19,400,000 was expended in these Spanish language projects 
(79 percent of all expenditures). 
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U hiklren participating in I SI A title VII projects .xW^ rna> have henetited trum other sources ot ! edcral fund', such as I SI A title I 
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' InJiules ciirruuliMn tor the handicapped, textbooks, and such subject matter areas as health, 
vilctx dn%er education, phvskal education, ^teneral elementary and secondary eduj.ation, 
business mdustrial alts, vocational skills and attitudes, and cocurricular activities. 

' In. hides mlortuation disscinmation and aHivitiOs whuh have as their purpose the direction and 
ni in i-cment ot the entire seh.x)! system; 1 e . hudgetmg, aeeountmg, auditing, and purchasing 

Mxpendilures ol . gcnerall> recurrent n.iture wh.eh are not readily ailocahle to other 
exp'-nditure jLuuints e g . retirement, insurance, lent 

P ,N tncnt s lor Und or existing buiklings, improvement of grounds consUuction of. additions to, 
and reniodelme ol buildings, and puiLluiseand mamtenaneeot equipment 
M»a\ments tor student aitivitics and Lonuimmty servkcs. debt scr\Ki;s. and other sc-rvices not 
ctve\^ liere speLif led 



Personnel DevcloprntMit 



AppfiAimjU'K ^.400 si.itt oicinbcrs .issinned to Bilingual Ldiu atmn projcets received some type of tramjSjg or \ 
n.NlttJcliun .11 ar; csiun.iU^d .os( n} 1 :ojK)0 fiMLlicrs, oilier protessioiuls. eciucalion aides, and othq!^ nonpro- J 
t"sMun..K to.)k p iri II) either (UiciiLitioii sessions, woikshops, or .(»llcge credit courses to enhance thc^it contribtitionv^ 
to Ihe pio|e. Is Mnre slalt mo^l}v^^ vveie lianied in workshops lhan ni either orientation sessionsyf'lollei^c credit 
cou'^ses ( table ^ ) 
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Terhmcal Notes 



As was \\o\cd (MiIkm. ilio il.iu ig iliis p'lhluaiion arc suI))OlI (o iioiirospofiso Ot llio UiS Bilingual 1 (iiiiaiiDii 
pui)CL(s. 1 57 rL'spoiidcd to the ( PIRMn\i'\ with data on oxpoiulilures and stall liainiiii: Isliiualosot pupil par- 
iKipalioii in each ol llicse l^*^ piojOLis were obtained Iroin Mulividiial piojoit applkalioii, on Ilk' \Mtli llu* Division 
ol Bilniizual [ diiLatioii U S Ottko ot I dikaiioii riuis both oxpendiiuie and pailKipaiii dat.. are related, hut h<it}i 
are also uiuiei reportei! 

B\ coiisiiliinu the prt^KM appi.*.ation hies loi the 1 1 iionrespondents, it was estiniateLl that the data piesenled in 
tins report represent about ^^2 to ^^4 percent ot the total aLlua! paitKipation and expendituies in all I Si A title VII 
pio^-Vts Ihe elkM ol non response was iireatcr on data lor projects in Native Aineikan laniHiaiiCs and "other'' 
languages lieeause ot (lie small iiunibei ol proie^ls nut^Ued Ihe tollowiniz table sniiiinai i/es pioject lesponse b\ 
laiiiznaue of mst rue turn 
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Ilic main etUvt ol the nonrespoiise is underieporting, i e . total expenditures m all I SI A (itle VII protects 
would be higher if all projects had respiMuled However . none ol the trends or proportions highlighted in the ^ 
report were sigmncaiitK altered j 

For further intornution, inquiries should be addressed to Yeuell Y. Harris. Chict. Survey Design and hiiple- 
mcntation Branch, National Center tor tducation Statistics. Project onieers tor the (TIR were Anita V Turner 
and Beulali K. Cypress. 



^ !,anj:udi!cs other than SjMnish or Natho AmerK.in,(siKh a<» i renth, Po r i up ueso. l'Il.). 
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